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Edgar Dewdney, the roadbuilder of the Dewdney Trail, had
James Riordan and Charles Allison stake claims on Nickel Plate
Mountain as early as 1894. Allison was the son of John Fall Allison,
the first white settler at Red Earth or Vermilion Forks. This site had
originally been named after the red ochre used for face painting
or pictographs before being renamed in 1860 Prince's Town, later
Princeton, to honor the visit to eastern Canada of Queen Victoria's
eldest son, Edward, Prince of Wales — later to become King Edward
VII. Dewdney and Allison married sisters making them brothersin-law.
According to legend, greenhorn prospectors had been panning
for gold in the Similkameen valley floor and had encountered
some locals who, as a cruel prank, told them that the best
prospects were on the high mountainous ridges above the 5,000
foot level. Incredibly, the two men found free gold in a rusty red
outcrop near the top of a mountain. As a result other seasoned
miners quickly staked claims on the mountain. Ironically, the
claims staked by Riordan and Allison were allowed to lapse and
reverted back to the crown.
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EDWARD, PRINCE OF WALES

The eldest son of Queen Victoria I, he went on
to become King Edward VII. In this portrait he is
wearing his masonic regalia of the Most Worshipful
Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge of
England.
grand lodge of british columbia and yukon

the granite city graveyard of the 1880 s overlooks the mining community directly below

Nestled in the jackpine the graves of unknown souls, surrounded by rock cairns, lie intersperced with the names of the known dead that
are contained in the white picketed fences.
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