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of the owls, he shifted the conversation around to 
chats. Damon immediately became suspicious and 
took over the conversation. 

Tina, as always, made notes about her final 
moments in the blind photographing the chat 
nest: “7:10 Noticed mother was so tired her eyes 
almost closed. Time to leave her and her family 
alone—it’s been a long day. Really a pretty, pretty 
little yellow bird. For the first snaps I was maybe a 
little excited and soon realized her tail is being cut 
off. Manage to get some nice shots. Don told me he 
can’t tell between me and Damon using Damon’s 
camera. Really don’t understand settings as I’m 
not a photographer. She seems not to be bothered 

by us at all which is a good sign.”

I arrived out at the chat nest alone between 11:30 and 11:45 a.m. on 
the 13 June.  I was able to quickly set up because Tina and I had left the 
blind and tripods in place upon leaving the night before. I was therefore 
able to place the camera on the main tripod in the blind and the three 
strobes on the three tripods positioned around the nest in about 5 

minutes. I quickly took three test photos of just 
the babies to confirm that the transponder was 
firing all three strobes. I probably waited no 
longer than 10 minutes before I had taken my 
first and only photograph of  the female chat on 
the rim of the nest. Almost immediately I was 
confronted by René McKibbin, Ingrid Pollett 
and Mario Hall—a member of the Osoyoos 
First Nation. René explained to me that she was 
a biologist working on a chat study.

I was most upset to learn from René that I was photographing a 
Species at Risk bird and that the very nest that I was set up on was part 
of her study project. 

I recall that early on in the conversation René mentioned a marker 
flag that was tied to some foliage near the nest. My initial thought was 
that Damon had placed the flag near the nest but upon examination 
saw that the flag was orange with the initials “YBCH” that stood for 
Yellow-breasted Chat. 

Prickly Pear Cactus

Although there was a very large 

kiosk at Bobolink Park there was no 

mention of a Species at Risk study, 

Poison Oak or Prickly Pear Cactus.

René told me that she visited chat nests only a few times: when they 
had eggs, when the young were six days old for weighing and banding, 
and on fledging day, which would be day eight or nine.  I engaged her 
in more conversation and asked her about her success rate of young 
fledging successfully after being weighed and banded. She told me 
99.9 percent. I told her that I found that percentage too high to be 
believable and she then changed her story that in all her studies with 
chats that she had only two failures. I thought René had said that she’d 
studied 12 nests respectively for the years 2006 and 2007. 

I told René that an associate and I also had other nests that were 
located not far away and asked if it would be all right for us to 
photograph them since these birds were not at risk. She didn’t have 
an answer and gave me the name of Kelly Smith to contact in Delta to 
apply for a special permit to photograph birds. I was quite surprised as 
I didn’t think that any such permit was needed. 

Mario and I walked out to the road with my equipment and René 
and Ingrid stayed back to visit the chat nest. On the way out I was 
trying to carry my unfolded blind and several tripods and strobes. 
I knew that I had dropped something that I later realized must have 
been a tripod with a strobe. Once at the road I opened up my SUV and 
showed Damon’s book to Mario. I also gave him one of my business 
cards. He suggested that I get in touch with his brother Ron at the 
band office and try to obtain permission to photograph birds on 
Indian land. About 10 minutes later René and Ingrid appeared at the 
road and I asked them if they had found anything on the trail back out 
to the road. One of them had an empty water bottle.

All three of them got into a truck and drove away on Black Sage 
Road toward Oliver. I placed my equipment in my vehicle and then 
called Tina to tell her what had just happened. It was 12:20 p.m.  I then 
drove in the direction of the band office only to find that it was closed 
for lunch. As I walked to the entrance I met René, Ingrid and Mario 
who were leaving. They didn’t even acknowledge me even though our 
two vehicles were parked side by side. I had to wait for René to get into 
her vehicle before I could back up and drive away. On the drive to the 
band office I’d seen a couple of signs put up by the Indian band stating 
that the area was protected and that there was no trespassing. I drove 
back to the study area to see Damon who was photographing pairs of 
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This email was sent by Dr. Christine A. Bishop to twenty five recipients at 2:14 PM on June 13 
2007, 3 days before any police investigation had commenced unless my associate and I were part 
of a blotched sting operation by biologists and birders.

Hello all,

Today our field crew came across this wildlife photographer at one of our chat nests in the south 
okanagan wildlife management area. The biologist was shocked to find that Donald Waite had 
cut a path and a 5 ft. sq. patch of  wild rose out of  the bush to completely expose a chat nest so 
that he could photograph it and its contents. He said he had been there 3 days! He also said that 
after he finishes photographing birds on nests he puts the vegetation (dead veg. I suppose) back 
around nests so no harm done! The chat chicks were still in the nest but Rene weighed them and 
they were 2-3 grams underweight for their age suggesting that the birds were not fed at the nor-
mal rate, likely due to disturbance. We don’t know how this person figured out exactly where and 
how to find chat nests bc as you may know they are damn cryptic and once the birds are nesting 
the adults don’t sing much. He did say he has someone who helps him find nests but he did not 
reveal who it is. He also said he was in process of also photographing a grosbeak nest at south ok. 
Wildlife management area. When he was asked to leave, he then asked if it was ok to come back 
tomorrow to photograph the birds fledging!

He claimed ignorance of the impact he might be having on the birds on their nest and their habi-
tat around the nest especially of a Species at Risk residence. However I suspect this person knew 
very well that what he was doing was not ethical. Perhaps you know this person and have had a 
better experience with him. However based on this situation, I felt I needed to alert wildlife people 
about this incident. 

If you are approached by this person for access or suggestions on where to go to photograph wild-
life please be aware of  this situation. If you are inclined, please also pass this information on to as 
many people as you know in the Okanagan valley and elsewhere, I am not on my office computer 
so I don’t have my full email list.

His web site is: globalbirdphotos.com

Donald Waite is based in Maple Ridge.

Thanks

List of the 25 Recipients of Dr. Christine A. Bishop’s 

original broadcast email that went out at 2:14 pm 13 June 2007

1. Doug Adama Columbia Basin Fish & Wildlife Compensation Program and Recovery Team Chair

2. Sara Ashpole - University of Waterloo

3. Jeff Brown

4. Richard Cannings - South Okanagan Recovery Team

5. David Cunningham - Canadian Wildlife Service

6. Orville Dyer - B.C. Ministry of the Environment

7. Laura Friis - Ministry of the Environment

8. Patrick T. Gregory - University of Victoria

9. Ron Hall - Osoyoos Indian Band

10. Jared Hobbs - Hobbs Photo Images Co.

11. Karen Hodges - University of the Okanagan

12. Margaret Holm (Richard Canning’s wife)

13. Pam Krannitz - Canadian Wildlife Service

14. Karl Larsen - University College of the Cariboo

15. Malcolm McAdie - Marmot Recovery Foundation

16. Oswain McKibbin (René Mckibbin’s husband)

17. Carl McNaughton - The Nature Trust of British Columbia

18. Kari Nelson - Mount Arrowsmith Biospere Reserve

19. Roger Packham - Grasslands Conservation Council of British Columbia

20. Harry Parsons

21. Michael Russello - University of British Columbia

22. Mike Sarell - Robertson Environmental Services Ltd.

23. John Surgenor - Ministry of the Environment

24. Bryn White - South Okanagan Similkameen Conservation Program

25. Katy White


